
Woman who faked being a man to get 
into Magic Circle finally allowed in 

Back in 1991, Sophie Lloyd pulled off the 
ultimate illusion, tricking the Magic Circle 
into thinking she was a man. 

But over 30 years after being 
unceremoniously kicked out, the Circle 
has tracked down the former actress to 
apologize and reinstate her membership. 

How did she infiltrate that exclusive group that nowadays counts the likes of 
David Copperfield and Dynamo as members? 

In March of that year, she took her entry exam posing as a teenage boy, 
creating an alter-ego called Raymond Lloyd. 

"I'd played a boy before," she explained, but "it took months of preparation" 
to secretly infiltrate the Circle's ranks half a year before it would officially vote 
to let women in. 

"Really, going back 30 years, men's clubs were like, you know, just something 
you accepted." 

The men-only rule had been in place since the Circle was formed in 1905. The 
thinking behind it being that women just couldn't keep secrets. 

Aware of the frustration of female magicians at the time, Lloyd felt she was up 
for the challenge of proving women could be as good at magic as the men. 

The idea was, in fact, born out of a double act, thought up by a successful 
magician called Jenny Winstanley who'd wanted to join herself but wasn't 
allowed. 

She recognized the hoax would probably only work with a much younger 
woman posing as a teenage boy, and met Lloyd through an acting class. 

Lloyd said: "We had to have a wig made... the main thing was my face, I had 
plumpers made on a brace to bring his jawline down." 

To hide her feminine hands, she did the magic in gloves, which she says "was 
so hard to do, especially sleight of hand." 



The biggest test came when she was invited for a drink with her examiner, 
where she had to fake having laryngitis. 

"After the exam, which was 20 minutes, he invited Jenny and I - she played my 
manager - and I sat there for one hour and three quarters and had to say 
'sorry, I've got a bad voice'." 

Raymond Lloyd passed the test, and his membership certificate was sent 
through to Sophie. 

Then, in October of the same year, when whispers started circulating that the 
society was going to open its membership to both sexes, she and Jenny 
decided to reveal all. It didn't go down well. 

Rather than praise her performance, members were incandescent about the 
deception and, somewhat ironically, Raymond Lloyd was kicked out just 
before women members were let in. 

Lloyd said: "We got a letter... Jenny was hurt... she was snubbed by people she 
actually knew, that was hurtful. However, things have really changed now..." 

Three decades later the Magic Circle put out a nationwide appeal stating they 
wanted to apologize and Lloyd was recently tracked down in Spain. 

While Jenny Winstanley died 20 years ago in a car crash, as well as Sophie 
receiving her certificate on Thursday, her mentor's contribution to magic is 
being recognized at the special show that's being held in both their honor at 
the Magic Circle. 

Lloyd says: "Jenny was a wonderful, passionate person. She would have loved 
to be here. It's for her really." 

 


